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CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 1 OF 3 BUDAPEST 3023 
BELGRADE FOR CSCE DELEGATION 
DEPT PLEASE PASS WHITE HOUSE. 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SCUL, SHUM. PINT, US, HU 
SUBJECT: BILLY GRAHAM VISITS HUNGARY. 

1 . SUMMARY: DR. BILLY GRAHAM'S VISIT TO HUNGARY IS OFF TO AN 
IMPRESSIVE START. HE SET THE THEME FOR HIS STAY ON HIS ARRIVAL 
WHEN HE STRESSED THE UNIQUENESS OF THIS, HIS FIRST VISIT TO A 
COMMUNIST COUNTRY. AVOIDING POLITICAL CONTROVERSY, GRAHAM 
UNDERLINED THE HARDSHIPS CHRISTIANS IN BOTH HUNGARY AND THE 
US HAVE IN LIVING IN MATERIALISTIC SOCIETIES. GRAHAM'S ATTITUDE 
HAS BEEN MATCHED BY THE HUNGARIANS, WHO HAVE ASKED HIM TO DWELL 
ON WHAT IS COMMON BETWEEN THE TWO PEOPLES, NOT WHAT SEPARATES THEM. 

THE HIGHLIGHT OF THE VISIT SO FAR WAS A PRAYER MEETING LAST 
SUNDAY IN A BAPTIST SUMMER CAMP 25 MILES OUTSIDE OF BUDAPEST, TWICE 
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THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE EXPECTED (MORE THAN 10,000) RODE, WALKED AND 
RAN TO AN IDYLLIC SPOT IN THE WOODS TO HEAR GRAHAM DELIVER AN 
EVANGELISTIC SERMON LASTING OVER AN HOUR. IT WAS AN IMPRESSIVE 
AND STIRRING HAPPENING. THE CROWD CHEERED WHEN THEY SAW THE 
AMBASSADOR'S FLAG. AT THE SAME TIME, THREE OTHER MEMBERS OF 
THE GRAHAM TEAM WERE PREACHING AT DIFFERENT CHURCHES IN BUDAPEST. 
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OVER A THOUSAND HUNGARIANS CROWDED INTO A SMALL CHURCH IN 
BUDAPEST SUNDAY NIGHT TO WITNESS DR. GRAHAM'S OFFICIAL WELCOME 
TO HUNGARY. AS WAS TRUE THAT MORNING, THE CONGREGATION CONSISTED 
OF PEOPLE OF ALL AGES AND CLASSES. ALL IN ALL, IT WAS A VERY GOOD 
DAY FOR BILLY GRAHAM AND CHRISTIANITY IN HUNGARY. 

HIGHLIGHTS OF GRAHAMS SCHEDULE FOR THE REST OF THE WEEK INCLUDE 
PRAYER MEETINGS IN DEBRECEN AND PECS, A RECEPTION AT AMBASSADOR'S 
KAISERS, AND A MEETING (WE UNDERSTAND) WITH DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER 
ACZEL. THE VISIT IS RECEIVING HEAVY COVERAGE FROM THE WESTERN 
MEDIA, BUT ONLY VERY LIMITED MENTION IN THE HUNGARIAN PRESS AND 
RADIO. 

GRAHAM IS PROBABLY AIMING FOR HIGHER STAKES. THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
RUSSIAN BAPTISTS WAS AMONG HIS GREETERS HERE, AND GRAHAM’S 
AVOIDANCE OF POLITICAL THEMES IS MEANT FOR AN AUDIENCE OUTSIDE 
OF AS WELL AS IN HUNGARY. THE FACT THAT THE VISIT IS TAKING 
PLACE, AND MAY LEAD TO OTHERS, IS ITS CHIEF SIGNIFICANCE SO 
FAR. END SUMMARY. 

2. DR GRAHAM'S APPROACH. "BEHOLD, I AM DOING A NEW THING; 

NOW ITS SPRINGS FORTH, DO YOU NOT PERCEIVE IT? I WILL MAKE A WAY 
IN THE WILDENNESS AND RIVERS IN THE DESERT," SAID DR. BILLY 
GRAHAM QUOTING ISXAIAH TO HIS HOSTS FROM THE HUNGARIAN COUNCIL OF 
FREE CHURCHES (CFC) AND OFFICIALS FROM THE STATE OFFICE OF CHURCHES 
UPON HIS ARRIVAL IN BUDAPEST SEPTEMBER 4. HE CONTINUED, 
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SAYING HE WAS HERE TO LEARN, TO REPORT ON HUNGARY AND TO PREACH THE 
GOSPEL. ACKNOWLEDGING THE PRECEDENT HE SAID IT WAS THE FIRST 
TIME HE HAS "HAD THE PRIVILEGE OF PROCLAIMING THE GOSPEL IN AN 
EASTERN SOCIALIST COUNTRY." 

3. OTHER REMARKS HE MADE GIVE THE TONE DR. GRAHAM HAS SET 
FOR HIS VISIT. AT THE AIRPORT, HE SAID "I DO NOT BELIEVE THERE 

IS A CHRISTIAN COUNTRY ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD. WE COME FROM 
SECULAR COUNTRIES IN WHICH CHRISTIANS LIVE AND WORK UNDER VARYING 
CONDITIONS. HE SAID HE BROUGHT THE GREETING FROM THE PRESIDENT 
OF THE UNITED STATES HE REPEATED THESE GREETINGS BOTH AT THE 
AIRPORT AND AT THE OPEN AIR MEETING ATTENDED BY OVER 10,000 
CHRISTIANS AT TAHI IN THE HILLS ABOVE THE DANUBE BEND 25 MILES FROM 
BUDAPEST. HE CONVEYED THE PRESIDENT'S PRAYERFUL INTEREST AND 
NOTED HIS GREETINGS WERE TO ALL HUNGARIANS NOT JUST CHRISITANS. 

HE AGAIN GAVE PRESIDENT CARTER’S GREETINGS AT THE OFFICIAL 
OPENING CEREMONIES IN THE EVENING. 

4. WHEN HE RETURNS TO AMERICA DR. GRAHAM SAID HE WANTS TO REPORT 
TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE AND HE REFERRED TO MEDIA COVERAGE OF HIS 
VISIT SEVERAL TIMES. AT TAHI HE ADDED THAT "YOUR (HIS HOSTS) 

FAITH IN GOD HAD BECOME KNOWN EVERYWHERE". 
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DR GRAHAM SAID HE WAS GRATEFUL TO IMRE MIKLOS 

(CHAIRMAN OF STATE OFFICE FOR CHURCH AFFAIRS) AND THE HUNGARIAN 

AUTHORITIES. HE SAID HE WAS CONSCIOUS OF THE TRUST AND RESPONSIBILITY 

PLACED IN HIM. HE EMPHASIZED HE CAME AS "AN AMBASSADOR OF THE 
KINGDOM OF GOD TO PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL AND TO HELP ESTABLISH 
BRIDGES OF UNDERSTANDING". 
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BELGRADE FOR CSCE DELEGATION 

DEPT PLEASE PASS WHITE HOUSE. 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SCUL, SHUM. PINT, US, HU 

5. EVENTS TO DATE: THE CFC REPRESENTS AT LEAST SIX DIFFERENT 
CHURCHES: THE BAPTISTS, SEVENTH DAY ADVENTISTS, PENTECOSTAL, 
METHODIST APOSTOLIC AND A QUAKER TYPE CHURCH. IT HAS ABOUT 
50,000 MEMBERS. THE PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL, SANDOR PALOTAY, 
INVITED DR. GRAHAM TO COME TO HUNGARY. REPRESENTATIVES 
OF THE STATE OFFICE OF CHURCH AFFAIRS HAVE BEEN PRESENT AT THE 
FIRST MEETINGS BUT HAVE NOT SPOKEN OFFICIALLY. TIBOR BARTHA, 

A MEMBER OF THE PRESIDENTIAL COUNCIL OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC 
OF HUNGARY, HAS PLAYED A PROMINENT ROLE AND SPOKE AT OFFICIAL 
OPENING CERMONIES SUNDAY EVENING. HE IS PRESIDENT OF THE REFORMED 
(CALVINIST) CHURCH - CLOSEST TO US PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH - AND 
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ALSO PRESIDENT OF THE HUNGARIAN ECUMENICAL COUNCIL. 
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6. HIGHLIGHT OF THE VISIT SO FAR HAS BEEN THE OPEN AIR MEETING 

IN TAHI. MORE THAN 10,000 WERE THERE TO WELCOME DR. GRAHAM AND 
LISTEN TO HIM PREACH. THE OVERWHELMING 

MAJORITY OF THEM WERE BELIEVERS. IT WAS STRIKING TO A WESTERN 
OBSERVER THAT THEY REPRESENTED A VERY BALANCED CROSS-SECTION OF 
AGE GROUPS AND VOCATIONS. ADOLESCENTS, YOUNG MARRIED COUPLES, 
MATURE FAMILIES, MIDDLE-AGED, OLD-AGED. PEASANTS AND PROFESSIONALS. 
MIDDLE CLASS AND WORKERS. THE SAME WAS TRUE AT OFFICIAL WELCOMING 
CEREMONIES IN EVENING WHICH COMBINED FORMAL WELCOMING SPEECHES 
WITH RELIGIOUS SERVICES. ABOUT 1,300 PEOPLE WERE PACKED INTO 
THE SMALL BAPTIST CHURCH IN A LOWER MIDDLE-CLASS NEIGHBORHOOD IN 
THE HEAT OF BUDAPEST. 300 OF THEM STOOD. DURING THE DAY 
THREE OTHER MEMBERS OF THE GRAHAM TEAM WERE PREACHING IN OTHER 
BUDAPEST CHURCHES. SOME CHURCHES WERE ALSO SAID TO HAVE 
HEARD DR. GRAHAM S SERVICES BY MEANS OF A TELEPHONE LINKAGE. 

7. CONTRASTING SOCIAL SYSTEMS. FROM A POLITICAL STANDPOINT 
THE MOST INTERESTING ASPECT OF THE VISIT SO FAR HAS BEEN THE 
DIALOGUE CONCERNING, BRIDGE BUILDING, COMMON GOALS, RESPONSIBILITY, 
HELSINKI, DIFFERING SOCIAL STRUCTURES AND DIFFERING ECONOMIC 
SYSTEMS. ON THE HUNGARIAN SIDE, SANDOR PALOTAY'S ENTIRE OPENING 
ADDRESS SUNDAY EVENING WAS DEVOTED TO EXTOLLING THE FREEDOM 
ENJOYED BY CHURCHES IN HUNGARY, CONDEMNING THOSE WHO MIGHT 
BELIEVE THAT CHRISTIANS CAN ONLY BE REAL CHRISTIANS IF THEY ARE 

IN A "STATE OF CONFRONTATION WITH SOCIALIST SOCIETY", POINTING 
OUT A PRIME PURPOSE OF DR. GRAHAM S VISIT WOULD BE TO OBSERVE 
THE FAVORABLE CONDITIONS IN HUNGARY- ANOTHER TO PREACH THE 
GOSPEL, AND FINALLY TO MAKING A NOT VERY INDIRECT PLEA FOR 
DR. GRAHAM TO STRESS THE UNIFYING ASPECTS OF HIS VISIT AND 
AVOID UNFAVORABLE COMPARISONS. DR. BARTHA IN HIS ADDRESS, MORE 
SUBTLY, TOOK THE SAME LINE ENDING WITH A GENUINELY IMPASSIONED 
PLEA - IN FLUENT ENGLISH - TO "DEMONSTRATE WHAT WE HAVE IN 
COMMON" A PHRASE HE REPEATED OVER AND OVER. 
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8. ABANDONING HIS PREPARED TEXT, DR GRAHAM RESPONDED IN EXEMPLARY 
FASHION DIRECTLY TO BARTHA AND PALOTAY, ASSURING THEM OF THE 
DEEP RESPONSIBILITY HE FELT, OF THE NEED TO BUILD BRIDGES, 

HIS DESIRE TO LEARN FROM HUNGARY, TO PREAC THE GOSPEL. HE TOLD 
HOW HE HAD ALREADY NOTICED THAT BELIEVERS AND NON-BELIEVERS ALIKE 
COOPERATED IN HUNGARIAN SOCIETY. REVERTING TO HIS PREPARED TEXT 
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HE PROCEED TO DRAW PARALLE'S BETWEEN PROBLEMS OF CHRISTIANS 
IN THE US AND THOSE IN HUNGARY. ALONG THE WAY HE TOSSED ANOTHER 
BOUQUET TO IMRE MIKLOS FOR MAKING HIS VISIT POSSIBLE. 

9. ANOTHER ONE OF THOSE SPEAKING AT THE OFFICIAL CERMONIES 
WAS ALEX BICHKOV, PRESIDENT OF THE EUROPEAN BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP 
AND OF THE BAPTISTS OF THE USSR. (TWO-THIRDS OF EUROPE'S BAPTISTS 
LIVE IN SOCIALIST COUNTRIES.) AS MEMBERS OF DR. GRAHAMS ENTOURAGE 
MADE CLEAR IN PRIVATE, THE EVANGELISTS VISIT TO HUNGARY IS A 
TRIAL RUN FOR THE SOVIET UNION. BICHKOV' PRESENCE WILL THEREFORE 
BE USEFUL TO THAT END. THE GRAHAM TEAM HOPES FOR A VIST TO 

THE USSR IN 1978 OR 79. BICHKOV IN HIS SPEECH LAID STRESS ON 
HELSINKI A THEME WHICH OTHERS ALSO RAISED INCLUDING DR. GRAHAM. 

10. PREACHING THE GOSPEL: TRUE TO HIS WORD, DR. GRAHAM DEVOTED 
MOST OF HIS ATTENTION AND TIME TO PREACHING OF THE GOSPEL, 

GIVING A LONG EVANGELIZING SERMON AT TAHIA AND ANOTHER IN BUDAPEST. 

HE HAD COME TO EVANGELIZE AND ON EACH OCCASION HE PREACHED HE 
GAVE PEOPLE AN OPPORTUNITY TO DECLARE THEMSELVES. AT TAHI 
HE ASKED ALL THOSE WHO WISHED TO REAFFIRM THEIR FAIT TO RAISE 
THEIR HANDS AND COMMIT THEMSELVES ANEW. IN BUDAPEST HE CALLED 
ONLY FOR THE DOUBTERS AND THE CONVERTS TO RAISE THEIRS. THE 
RESPONSE WAS GREATER AT TAHI, NO DOUBT BECAUSE IN BOTH PLACES 
THE VAST MAJORITY OF HIS AUDIENCE WERE COMMITTED BELIEVERS. 

BUT IN BOTH CASES, DR GRAHAM S CALL, THOUGH DETERMINED AND APPARENTLY 
REQUIRED BY HIS OWN IMAGE OF HIS ROLE WAS TEMPERED BY HIS PRESENCE 
IN A SOCIALIST SOCIETY. 
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CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 3 OF 3 BUDAPEST 3023 
BELGRADE FOR CSCE DELEGATION 
DEPT PLEASE PASS WHITE HOUSE. 

E.0. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SCUL, SHUM. PINT, US, HU 

1 1 . THROUGHOUT THE WEEKEND BILLY GRAHAM’S OWN CANADIAN 

TV CAMERA TEAM FILMED EVENTS. ALSO PRESENT WERE SMALLER TEAMS 
FROM ABC AND CBS TV AS WELL AS AT LEAST A HALF-DOZEN AMERICAN 
NEWS CORRESPONDENTS. A HUNGARIAN TV CAMERMAN WAS PRESENT AT 
THE AIRPORT AND PERHAPS AT OTHER EVENTS TOO BUT NEWS 
OF THE VISIT HAS NOT YET APPEARED ON TV. EARLIER IN THE WEEK A 
COMPLETE REPORT OF THE VISIT WAS CONTAINED IN THE LIMITED CIRCULATION 
BAPTIST NEWSPAPER BUT REGULAR NEWSPAPERS HAVE LIMITED NEWS OF 
THE VISIT TO A ONE LINE ANNOUNCEMENT OF DR. GRAHAM'S ARRIVAL 
AS A GUEST OF THE CFC. THE RADIO BROADCAST A SIMILAR BRIEF 
ANNOUNCEMENT. 
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12. EMBASSY ROLE: THE AMBASSADOR GREETED DR. GRAHAM AT THE 
AIRPORT, ATTENDED THE SERVICES IN TAHI AND A LUNCH HELF AFTERWARDS. 

THE EMBASSY HAS OTHERWISE ATTEMPTED TO REMAIN DISCREETLY IN 

THE BACKGROUND SO AS TO NOT DETRACT FROM THE PRIMARY RELATIONSHIP 
BEING ESTABLISHED BETWEEN DR. GRAHAM S ORGANIZATION AND THE CFC. 

THE AMBASSADOR WILL HOST A RECEPTION FOR DR. GRAHAM, RELIGIOUS 
LEADERS, AND OFFICIALS SEPTEMBER 8 AND THE EMBASSY CONTINUES 
THROUGH ITS POLITICAL OFFICER TO MAINTAIN LIASON WITH THE GROUP 
AND RESPOND TO ALL REQUESTS FOR ASSISTANCE. 

13. ON THE PROGRAM. WE UNDERSTAND DR. GRAHAM IS TO HAVE A MEETING 
WITH DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER GYORGY ACZEL, TO ATTEND THE OPENING 
CEREMONIES OF THE BAPTIST AND FREE CHURCH SEMINARIES AND TO 
PREACH IN PECS AND DEBRECEN. THE GOVERNMENT HAD DELAYED 
APPROVAL OF THE GRAHAM VISIT UNTIL ONLY A FEW WEEKS BEFORE HAND. 

THUS LIMITING PREPARATIONS AND PUBLICITY. DR. GRAHAMS S PROGRAM 
DEVELOPS AS THE WEEK PROGRESSES; HIS ACTIVITYES LISTED ABOVE 

ARE ONLY THE BEGINNING OF A FULL WEEKS SCHEDULE. 

14. COMMENT. THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE GRAHAM VISIT, AT LEAST SO 
FAR, HAS BEEN PRIMARILY IN THE FACT THAT IT HAS OCCURRED AND HAS 
BEEN AUTHORIZED. THE OCCURRENCE AND AUTHORIZATION 

IN THEMSELVES ARE OF MAJOR IMPORTANCE IN THE CONTEXT OF HELSINKI 
AND HUMAN RIGHTS. INTERNAL LIBERALIZATION IN HUNGARY. AND A 
MORE MATURE AND COOPERATIVE ATTITUDE EVOLVING TOWARDS MUTUAL 
CONTACTS BETWEEN EAST AND WEST. UNDOUBTEDLY ALSO, 

CONTACTS BETWEEN HUNGARIAN AND AMERICAN CHURCHES AND RELIGIOUS 
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LEADERS, ALREADY GROWING, WILL BE GIVEN ADDED IMPETUS. BILLY 
GRAHAM MAY NOT ADD GREATLY TO THE NUMBER OF RELIGIOUS 
BELIEVERS ON THIS VISIT BUT HE HAS UNDOUBTEDLY RAISED THE HOPES 
OF HIS COMMITTED AND DEVOUT HOSTS AND THE SUBSTANTIAL NUMBER 
OF BELIEVERS WITH WHOM HE HAS ALREADY COME IN CONTACT. MOREOVER, 
HIS PERFORMANCE HERE SHOULD LOOK GOOD TO HIS PROSPECTIVE SOVIET 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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HOSTS. FINALLY. DR. GRAHAM AND EMBASSY 

OBSERVERS HAVE BEEN ABLE TO WITNESS THE RELATIVE FREEDOM OF 
WORSHIP, DEVOTION AND VITALITY OF AT LEAST ONE SEGMENT OF 
THE HUNGARIAN RELIGIOUS COMMUNITY. 

KAISER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: VISITS, RELIGIOUS LEADERS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 06-Sep-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977BUDAPE03023 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770321-0997 
Format: TEL 
From: BUDAPEST 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770996/aaaaddeg.tel 

Line Count: 349 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 1529784d-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 7 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 03-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1382876 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: BILLY GRAHAM VISITS HUNGARY. 

TAGS: SCUL, SHUM, PINT, US, HU, (GRAHAM, BILLY) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/1529784d-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



